away too He looked round him All the men had gone
Only a little group of officers remained Rezukhm caught
sight of Zabiakm, looking on jeenngly, and Burdukovski,
with his arms lax, his mouth half-open, and his eyes
starting out of his head Beside them stood a dog, lured
out of the dark by the fire
Chernov was still ahve His eyes remained open His
clothes caught fire Then, at last, he spoke
'Zabiakin/ he said, Til come back from Hell for you
I'll raise a squadron there that will make the Baron
himself tremble'
Chernov's head fell on his breast, and he did not move
again He hung there, naked, flaming, standing in a
blaze, and his beard caught fire
CA pity his whore isn't here to see him,' sneered Zabia-
kin, but his voice was unsteady
Chernov's legs fell off A carbonized cripple, he tainted
the air for a few moments more Then the rope gave way,
and upwards of a hundred pounds of calcined carbon,
chalk, and potassium dropped into the pyre
To celebrate the New Year, the Baron allowed the men
to get drunk Even the sentries were reeling That night
it would have been easy to take possession of the camp
Reeling round the camp-fires, Russian and Mongols
intermingled, singing, shouting, engaging in sudden argu-
ments which broke off in the middle Tethered at a
distance, the horses slept, dreaming vague dreams of
pasture
In his tent, Makeev was talking excitedly to a group of
officers
8         And he got it into his head that the Golubev
woman had made Chernov kill the two Cossacks  He sent
for her and her husband, and ordered that whippersnapper
Golubev to give his wife fifty lashes with a bamboo
Golubev started stammering something The Baron turned
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